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Welsh Government: Our vision for successful schools under the Curriculum for Wales  

To support schools Welsh Government have set out 8 contributory factors, describing 

the key attributes that schools that are successfully realising the curriculum will 

possess. These describe the factors that support reform and which, where absent, are 

likely to act as barriers to success. The factors cover learner progress and the 

curriculum itself, as well as wider processes and priorities. Successful curriculum 

realisation will be supported by schools: 

1. Enabling all learners, and in particular those from disadvantaged backgrounds, to 

progress along their own learning pathway and raise their aspirations to achieve 

their full potential; allied to a range of assessment approaches to understand and 

support this progress. 

 

2. Co-constructing a curriculum, in line with the Curriculum for Wales Framework, 

which promotes a broad range of knowledge, skills and experiences (including social 

and interactional experiences) with a clear understanding of why these matter. 

 

3. Ensuring the school environment supports learners’ and practitioners’ well-being. 

 

4. Supporting practitioners' understanding of what works in curriculum design by 

investing in the enquiry and pedagogic skills of all staff. 

 

5. Enabling ambitious professional learning for all practitioners in a school dedicated to 

being a learning organisation. 

 

6. Embedding reflection, self-evaluation and improvement within schools, with good 

school leadership as a pre-condition for that. 

 

7. Being at the heart of their communities - building better relationships between 

schools and families, communities and employers, to support and promote educational 

achievement and excellent employment, next steps education and training. 

 

8. Listening to children and young people as they engage with their learning and 

supporting them in achieving their aspirations. 

 

As factors that contribute to curriculum realisation, they should inform schools’ 

understanding about what successful realisation of the Curriculum for Wales is likely to 

involve, as well as being an important reference for schools when evaluating their own 

curriculum realisation and deciding where and how they need to improve. They are not 

designed to be an exhaustive checklist for schools. They do however offer a consistent 

framework for use across Wales. 


